Employment of Labour (Ireland) Bill. 
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3 April 1849. 12 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 

TO 



Promote the Employment of Labour ill Ireland. 



[Note.— The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



W HEREAS it is desirable to encourage the Employment and Preamble, 
independent Maintenance of the labouring Class in Unions 
in which able-bodied Poor and their Families arc a Burden 
upon the Kate, by according a local Exemption from such Kate 
6 proportioned to the Employment or independent Maintenance afforded 
to that Class : Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty , 
by aud with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, That from and after the passing of this Act Separate Ae- 
10 the Account of the Cost of Relief given in any Union to able-bodied ' 

poor Persons, other than orphan Children under the Age of Thirteen, separate Kale 
shall be kept separate from that of Belief to all other Classes of 
Poor, and a separate Kate shall be assessed for that Purpose in every p 00r . 

Half Year, the same to be called “ The Able-bodied Poor Rate.” 

15 II. And be it enacted, That whenever the Estimate of the Rate Enumeration 
required for Relief of the able-bodied Poor of any Electoral Division “ 1"“* 
for the ensuing Half Year shall amount to or exceed the Sum of Two- bodied la- 
pence in the Pound upon the Valuation, the Board of Guardians shall , 

appoint and direct a competent paid Officer to make out a List of Electoral 
20 the able-bodied labouring Population residing in or belonging to Divi.ionn 
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Employment of Labour [Ireland). 

the said Division; that is to say, of all Persons capable of Labour, 
and possessing no other Resources for their Maintenance than manual 
Labour or the Profits of their Occupation, (but not including therein 
any Occupiers of Tenements valued to the Poor Rate above Fifteen 
Pounds,) together with the able-bodied Members of their Families, as 5 
herein-after limited, dependent upon them : Provided always, that in 
such List no Males shall be included under the Age of Thirteen or 
above that of Sixty, nor any Females, other than unmarried Females, 
and Widows not having more than One Child, and being between the 
Ages of Sixteen aud Fifty ; and an Enumeration shall be made by 10 
such Officer of the able-bodied Persons contained in such List, in 
which Enumeration Youths of between the Ages of Thirteen and 
Eighteen shall be reckoned Two for One, and Females shall be 
reckoned Three for One. 

A|j plo tine nt III. And be it enacted, That so soon as such List and Enumera- 15 

Po'iulationof tion shall completed the Board of Guardians shall applot upon 
each Town- each separate Townland in the said Division such Number as shall 
Portion ?o°its hear the same or the nearest Proportion to the Amount of the 
Valuation. Valuation of such Townland as the whole Number of the able-bodied 

Persons in the Divisional List, enumerated as above, bears to the 20 
Valuation of the entire Division, anil shall 'cause a Notice, containing 
the Names of the several Townlands and the Numbers severally 
applotted to each, to be affixed on tlie Entrance Doors of the Union 
Workhouse, and likewise in some other public Place in such Electoral 
Division. 25 

Claim may IV, And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for any One or more 
E^'raptionof the Rate-payers in any Townland or Townlands in any such Division, 
Townlands being singly or together assessed in respect of an Amount not less 
bodied' Pour than ® ne fourth Part of the entire Valuation of tlie said Townland, 

Rate on the to send a Notice to the Board of Guardians, in the Form (A.) given 30 
Employ ° f Schedule to this Act annexed, or in any Form to the like 

nunt or in Effect, claiming that the said Townland or Townlands be exempted 
dependent f rom the Able-bodied Poor Rate for the current Half Year, by reason 
of Number of the full Number of able-bodied Persons applotted upon such 
applotted. Townland or Townlands being continuously employed or maiutain- 35 
ing themselves independently therein. 

On Proof oF V. And be it enacted, That on Receipt of such Notice the Board 
Faet averred, 0 f Guardians shall proceed to appoint and direct some One or more 

Exemption to ... 1 , 

be allowed, competent Person or Persons to verily the Averment therein con- 
tained ; and if the Board shall be satisfied, by a Certificate from such 40 
Person or Persons, that the full Number of the able-bodied Persons 
on the Divisional List which is applotted upon such Townland or 
Townlands are, and have been from the Commencement of the Half 

Year, 
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Year, continuously employed or independently maintained therein, 
whether upon their own Occupations as aforesaid, or, if labouring for 
Hire, at Wages paid in Money, the said Board shall suspend the 
Levy from the said Townland or Townlauds of the Able-bodied 
5 Poor Rate for the current Half Year ; and if at the Close of the 
Half Year the Board shall be satisfied, by a similar Certificate, that 
such Employment or independent Maintenance has been continuous 
through the entire Half Year, they shall altogether exempt the said 
Townland or Townlauds from such Rate : Provided always, that it Labourer* 

10 shall not be necessary that the able-bodied Persons so employed or 
maintained shall be resident within tlic particular Townland upon 
which they are so employed or maintained. 

VI. And be it enacted, That any Person who shall be convicted Penalty on 
before any Two Justices of the Peace of any wilful Fraud or false fitted to™' 

15 Representation, for the Purpose of obtaining for himself or other obtain Ex- 
Parties a Suspension of or Exemption from any Rate under the empt,on ' 
Provisions of this Act, shall be liable to a Penalty at the Discretion 
of the said. Justices not exceeding Five Pounds , to be levied in 
default of Payment by Distress upon his Goods and Chattels. 

VII. And be it enacted, That if any Person or Persons shall find App^aUo 
himself or themselves aggrieved by anything done under this Act, Barrister in 
it shall be lawful to such Person or Persons to appeal to any Sessions cawofGnev- 
of the Peace, to be held in the Presence of the Assistant Barrister SS" 
in and for the County in which such Cause of Complaint shall have 

25 arisen, and the said Assistant Barrister and the Justices before whom 
any such Appeal shall be brought shall be and are hereby empowered 
to determine the Matter of such Appeal in the same Manner as is 
provided in case of Appeals against the Rate. 

VIII. And he it enacted. That this Act shall be in force only to Act to be in 
30 the Twenty-fifth Day of March in the Year One thousand eight S^Years 

hundred and fifty-two, and no longer. only. 

IX. And be it enacted, That this Act shall be construed as One Act to^form 
Act with the Act passed in the Tenth Year of the Reign of Her io& li Viet, 
present Majesty, intituled “An Act to make further Provision for c.3i. 

35 “ the Destitute Poor of Ireland." 



X, And be it enacted, That this Act shall lie confined to that Act to be 

Part of the United Kingdom called Ireland. 10 

XI. And be it enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed Act may be 
by any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 

205. SCHE- 
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Employment of Labour [Ireland), 



SCHEDULE (A.) 



Form of Claim for Exemption of a Townland from Able-bodied 
Poor Rate. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Union of 

I [or, we] the undersigned Rate-payer [or, Rate-payers] assessed 
in respect of not less than One Fourth Part of the entire Valuation of 
the Townland of in the Electoral Division of 

do claim that the said Townland be exempt from 
all Able-bodied Poor Rate for the Half Year commencing the 
Day of in pursuance of the Act passed in the 

Year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled “ An Act to promote 
“ the Employment of Labour in Ireland,” the full Number of able- 
bodied Persons applotted upon the said Townland having been from 
the Commencement of the said Quarter continuously employed or 
having maintained themselves independently therein, of which I am 
[or, we are] prepared to give such Proof as may be required. 

(Signed) 

Dated the Day of 18 
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